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 For the last few months the 
Museum has been able to open its 
doors. 
Visitors of all ages have been 
welcomed and in some ways it feels 
like things are returning to 
òNormaló It puts a smile on our 
faces (and the vast majority of 
visitors) but we are obviously 
conscious that the next 3, 6 12 
months etc. still holds uncertainty. 
  
Even in these last few months with 
limited opening days we have 
welcomed more than 3,500 visitors! 
 
 Over winter we intend (as usual) 
remaining open at weekends with a 
lot of our time to be spent 
preparing for next year i.e. How 
can we ensure that by Feb/Mar we 
are in the best possible position for 
both the Museum and the Trust 
going forward. 
As part of our plans we are 
delighted to welcome Dave Bellamy 
our new Museum Manager. Dave will 
tell you a little about himself and 
his background in this edition. 
 Key to the role is working with the 
trustees to increase the number of 
people actively involved in both 
running the trust/museum and in 
projects. Ideas are great, but only 
if you have the people to make the 
most of them. Understandably 
some of our pre-pandemic museum 
volunteers are not yet comfortable 
about returning. 
 
 

 
Our project addressing isolation 
and inclusion in the community is 
progressingñthe First short film 
engaging with autistic teenagers 
and their families has been 
completed and filming has begun on 
the second in the series of three 
looking at individuals and groups 
with either learning or physical 
barriers that can be encountered 
when visiting museums or cultural 
sites. 
These not only serve to to raise our 
profile in the community but also 
say to people thinking about a 
volunteering or trustee roleñwe 
are seriously considering all of the 
community and what we can do. 
Often a small adjustment can make 
a large difference. 
 
In August we were able (after a 
òGap yearó) to hold the 38th Annual 
General Meeting. For the first (and 
hopefully last) time it was held by 
Zoom. 
 
Both Giles & myself were re-
elected as trustees and both Penny 
& Mike were elected as trustees by 
the membership. 
The accounts for 2020 showed a 
small loss, primarily due to the 
costs associated with making the 
Museum Covid safe and 
improvements to layout/displays as 
highlighted in previous editions of 
the Informer. 
 

Chair report 
Sean Park 



MEMBERSHIP 

 
As mentioned before there have been (unlike 2020) no small 
business grants available to offset running costs in 2021 
 
As we approach the end of the year we also approach 
membership renewal. 
The value of membership renewals and donations have never 
been so high. 
In 2022 we will undertake a full review of the schemeñwe 
need to ensure that it both meets the expectations of 
members and it the right way to not only retain members but 
also attract new members. For the sustainability of the trust 
in the years to come, better we review now. 
With review the thoughts & suggestions of members is vital to 
this process. There will be a regular update throughout the 
year 
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Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΚ - ƘƛƎƘ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǎǳŎǝƻƴ ǇǳƳǇǎΣ ŀƳǇƘƛōƛƻǳǎ ŘǊŜŘƎŜǊǎ όōŜƛƴƎ 

ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜύΣ ŘƛƎƎŜǊ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǇƛǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
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 On the 1st of August the 
Harborough Mail reported on a 
hand grenade found in the canal at 
Harborough by magnet fisherman 
Aron. Most boaters carry a magnet 
in the hope of recovering a lost 
windlass or even the keys to the 
boat! Usually boaters get something 
like a sea searcher, they cost about 
Ã35.I had one and they are quite 
good.  However there is a growing 
occupation where people use a very 
powerful magnet, Aronõs apparently 
cost  Ã220 each, he finds all sorts 
of stuff, including grenades. This 
was not his first, last year he found 
one in Leicester which the army 
blew up along with his magnet. In 
Harborough the police closed the 
canal and the towpath until the 
army arrived to blow up the 
grenade and another of Aarons 
Magnets. He sells the recovered 
scrap metal to a scrap merchant so 

I hope he has made a profit!  

 Canal And River Trust do not 
officially allow magnet fishing 
because of the dangers which they 
list on there website, they are also 
concerned that people just dump 
the rubbish on the towpath.  

 The hand Grenades were 
most likely the British Mills Bomb 
designed in 1915 and used in both 
world wars. We have one in the 
museum collection (yes it is safely 
defused and rather rusty.) 

 

 The Museums bomb was 
found by a BWB employee in 
Saddington reservoir.  But why are 
they in our waterways?  

The Big Bang 
By Mike Beech. 

[ŜƊΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ŀǘ [ƻƎŀƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ 

!ōƻǾŜ ŀ .ǊƛǝǎƘ aƛƭƭǎ .ƻƳō 

ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƎǊŜƴŀŘŜΦ 



 Gumley Hall which was next 
to the village church you can see 
from the museum was used during 
WWII as a base for training 
Dutch saboteurs to go home to 
Holland and cause disruption. They 
were transported by planes using 
the nearby cricket pitch as the 
runway. Their guards were RAF. 
(My uncle was a radio operator 
there but never talked about it.) 
It is believed that the bombs 
were acquired to use to get fish 
from the reservoir. Explode the 
bomb in the water and the stunned 
fish float to the surface for 
collection.  

 The Harborough Bomb may 
have been used in the same way 
however the location of the find 
at the top of Logan street was 
used by the local version of Dads 
Army to practice such things as 
crossing the river. At the time 
there was a wood yard at the top 
of the street bordering on the 
canal, it specialised in fence posts, 
fire wood and pea sticks. The ideal 
place to find the makings of a raft 
perhaps? They may even have used 
what were then open fields to 
practice throwing grenades? Or 
they could just have lost one on 
manoeuvres. If they had 
accidentally blown up the railway 

water intake filters that fed the 
sidings at the railway station 
there would have been serious 
conciseness. The steel covers for 
the filters can still be found in the 
towpath. Years ago this would 
have been a good spot for magnet 
fishing as it was the place to 
dispose of things you didn't want 
or didn't want to be seen with. My 
grandfather admitted that when 
he worked at the õaircraft factory 
just down the street, the canal 
was used to dispose of work that 
had gone wrong rather than 
letting the Foreman find it. But I 
would have thought that with 
dredging all the good stuff would 
have been long gone. 

 As for the bomb found in 
Leicester (and numerous other 
locations) we can only assume that 
soldiers may have acquired one for 
fishing, they were lost on 
manoeuvres or quite probably 
brought home as a souvenir and 
when their wives refused to have 
them in the house they were 
dumped in the canal rather than 
hand them in and risk prosecution!    

 Our bomb was defused 
presumably by the army but as the 
bombs being found now have been 
rusting away for 70 or 80 years 
the safer option would be to blow 
them up on site. You would loose 
less men that way as well. 

 At least Aron had the sense 
to put his find back in the canal 
until the army arrived. 
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