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In August, one of our regular visitors approached me in the Co-op and asked ‘is that a set of 
gallows they’re building on McDonalds’ roundabout or a set of lock gates?’ I hadn’t seen this, 
so I had to go and look. I had commented to Ann a week before that the roundabouts we saw in 
Ipswich looked a lot better than those at Harborough, given that they are the gateways to the 
town. 
 The Foxton Locks Inn has been sponsoring this roundabout for a couple of years now and 
the result has been less than inspiring, so I was quite pleased to see a pair of lock gates erected 
on it. It would have been better if the gates were at the proper angle to each other rather than 
straight and the balance beams are too short. The fancy lock roundels and slate canal can only be 
seen from the top deck of a bus, unless you take your life into your hands and cross the road to 
have a look. 
 Despite these criticisms, I think it is great. It is good for Foxton and it is good for the town. 
 Richard Delves from British Waterways explained the situation: 
 “The enhancement of the roundabout is a LCC led project. The roundabout is already sponsored 
by the Foxton Locks Inn as it is on a gateway route to Foxton Locks. I was approached to see if 
we could provide an item of interest to enhance the roundabout e.g. a boat or some other canal 
memorabilia. We decided that a pair of lock gates were ideal for the purpose as they were 
recognisable, were “locks”, as in Foxton “Locks”, and it coincided with the replacement of a 
pair of redundant lock gates at Watford Locks, which we duly gifted and which have been stored 
by LCC since. The time scale on this has been a couple of years, so there have been long periods 
of inactivity with nothing to tell and the actual installation date has only recently been brought to 
my attention. I think they make a bold statement." 
 Close inspection shows that the gates are old and repaired, but still very solid, at the 
moment they are finished with some kind of preservative, so I don’t know if they will be painted 
black or not. The balance beams are painted in the traditional black and white. 
 The gates have caused some controversy mainly about planning permission and especially 
from Lutterworth people. It took 2 years to get permission for the Frank Whittle memorial jet on 
the roundabout on the edge of Lutterworth, but no planning permission was needed for the lock 
gates. Harborough District Council stated that the size of the lock gates was much smaller than 
the jet and, as it isn’t a conservation area, no permission was necessary. This story appeared in 
local papers and on local  radio for days after the story broke - good publicity for Foxton during 
the Bank Holiday week!  
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